WEDNESDAY 


Turnaround Tigers 


Missouri is second SEC team to gain 
bowl eligibility after 1-5 start. — Sports, 1C 


\ Leftover turkey is great in something 


other than sandwiches. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Sacha Baron Cohen, 
the comic actor known for 
his character “Borat,” has 
offered to pay the $68 fine 
levied on each of six Czech 
tourists detained in Astana, 
Kazakhstan, for donning 
“mankinis” and black wigs 
to dress up like Borat and 
trying to take a group pic- 
ture in front of an “I Love 
Astana” sign. 


E Lexie Harris, 6, a Wis- 
consin kindergartner, be- 
came one of the first young- 
sters to bag a deer under a 
new state law that elimi- 
nated the state’s minimum 
hunting age when she used 
a youth-sized rifle to kill a 
six-point buck with the help 
of her father, Tyler. 


E Sam Benningfield, a 
judge in White County, 
Tenn., was reprimanded by 
the state Judicial Conduct 
Board for offering to shave 
off jail time for inmates who 
volunteered for sterilization 
procedures, prompting pro- 
tests from civil-rights attor- 
neys and inmate advocates. 


E Godel Leveille is ac- 
cused of severely biting 
a police officer who tried 
to take him into custody 
during a hearing in a Miami 
courtroom and now faces 
resisting arrest and battery 
charges, authorities said. 


E Rodney Howard- 
Browne, senior pastor at a 
small Baptist church in Flor- 
ida, posted on social media 
a photo of the signs on the 
doors of the River at Tam- 
pa Bay Church, warning that 
the congregation is “heavily 
armed” and any attempt at 
violence will be met with 
deadly force. 


E Clara Gregory, 67, al- 
ready shared a Nov. 19 birth- 
day with her daughter, The- 
resa Dunn, 31, and now the 
family will celebrate three 
generations of birthdays at 
one time after Dunn gave 
birth on the same date to 
her son, Micah, at a hospital 
in Princeton, NJ. 


E Caroline Rose Kenne- 
dy, 22, the granddaughter of 
Robert F. Kennedy, will be 
able to have her disorderly 
conduct arrest in August 
stemming from a noisy par- 
ty in Hyannis Port, Mass., 
dismissed if she successfully 
completes a pretrial diver- 
sion program. 

E Tiffany Tomaselli, 36, 
of Manchester, N.H., faces 
theft and other counts after 
her former employer said 
she used more than 2 mil- 
lion company airline miles 
worth more than $300,000 
to take trips to multiple 
countries after leaving her 
job. 

E Kate McClure, 27, start- 
ed an online campaign that 
raised more than $13,000 to 
benefit Johnny Bobbitt Jr., 
a homeless man who used 
his last $20 to fill McClure’s 
tank when she ran out of gas 
on Interstate 95 near Phil- 
adelphia and didn’t have 
money to buy it herself. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny and cooler. 
High 50, winds 
northeast at 5 
to 10 mph. 

Tonight Partly 
cloudy and 
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T tries again for coalition 


AP/MARKUS SCHREIBER 


German Chancellor Angela Merkel (bottom right) attends a plenary session of parliament Tues- 
day in Berlin as she and her party try to revive an alliance with the Social Democratic Party 
and avoid new elections, but at a high price in concessions to the Social Democrats. Coalition 
talks with the Free Democrats and the Greens collapsed Sunday. 


Article, 5A 


FCC chief seeks repeal 
of *14 net neutrality rules 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — The 
chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commis- 
sion on Tuesday proposed 
repealing net neutrality rules 
for online traffic, following 
through on a promise earli- 
er this year to roll back the 
Obama-era regulations. 

Ajit Pai, a Republican ap- 
pointed by President Donald 
Trump, opposed the rules 
when they were enacted in 
2014, when the FCC was con- 
trolled by Democrats. 


“Under my proposal, the 
federal government will stop 
micromanaging the Internet,” 
Pai said in a written state- 
ment. 

“Instead, the FCC would 
simply require Internet ser- 
vice providers to be transpar- 
ent about their practices so 
that consumers can buy the 
service plan that’s best for 
them and entrepreneurs and 
other small businesses can 
have the technical informa- 
tion they need to innovate,” 
he said. 

Under Pai’s plan, which 
he said would be publicly re- 


leased today ahead of a Dec. 
14 vote, the Federal Trade 
Commission would take over 
the job of policing Internet 
service providers for online 
privacy. 

Pai called for a repeal 
in April, and the Republi- 
can-controlled FCC voted 
2-1 along party lines a month 
later to begin a formal 
rule-making process. 

The agency now has a 3-2 
Republican majority. Pai’s 
two Republican colleagues, 
Mike O’Rielly and Brendan 
Carr, are expected to support 

See NEUTRALITY, Page 3A 


Trump, Putin 
discuss Syria 
in ‘great call’ 


‘Talk lasted an hour-plus, 
touched on world hot spots 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS. 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
idents Donald Trump and 
Vladimir Putin of Russia dis- 
cussed efforts to forge peace 
in war-torn Syria during an 
hour-plus phone call Tues- 
day. 

Trump called it a “great 
call” Tuesday afternoon as 
he left the White House to 
spend Thanksgiving in Flor- 
ida. Noting the call’s length, 
he said he and Putin spoke 
“very strongly about bring- 
ing peace to Syria” and “very 
strongly about North Korea.” 

The White House said 
Iran, North Korea and 
Ukraine also were on the 
agenda. 

Trump’s phone call with 
the Russian president came 
a day after Syrian President 
Bashar Assad met with Pu- 
tin in Russia to discuss new 


peace initiatives drafted by 
Russia, Turkey and Iran. The 
meeting was unannounced, 
and the Kremlin did not 
make it public until Tuesday 
morning. 

Putin hosted Assad at the 
Black Sea resort town of So- 
chi ahead of a summit this 
week with those countries, 
which have taken an increas- 
ingly prominent role in di- 
plomacy with Syria while the 
United States has put Assad’s 
fate on the back burner. Iran 
and Russia have been Assad’s 
main backers, while Turkey 
supports the opposition. 

In the phone call with 
Trump, the Kremlin said 
Putin briefed his U.S. coun- 
terpart about his talks with 
Assad and plans for a politi- 
cal settlement in Syria. Putin 
also called for the coordina- 
tion of anti-terror efforts 
with the U.S., the Kremlin 

See CALL, Page 3A 


USS Little Rock’s 
N.Y. rite sold out 


Commissioning Dec. 16 for warship 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The commissioning of the 
USS Little Rock (LCS 9) in 
Buffalo, NY., next month will 
be a 10-day-long celebration, 
as New York’s second-largest 
city fetes the nation’s newest 
warship. 

Organizers say roughly 
9,000 tickets have been re- 
served for the Dec. 16 com- 
missioning ceremony, which 


takes place adjacent to the 
Buffalo and Erie County Na- 
vy and Military Park on the 
city’s waterfront. 

Officials announced this 
week that “due to over- 
whelming demand,” no more 
tickets are left. 

“There has been a tre- 
mendous amount of public 
interest here,” said Daniel 
Mecca of Buffalo, a member 

See SHIP, Page 6A 
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AP/TSVANGIRAYI MUKWAZHI 


Zimbabweans celebrate Tuesday 
in Harare at news of President 
Robert Mugabe’s resignation. 


Reign ends for Zimbabwe’s Mugabe, 93 


Resignation comes after 37-year rule; impeachment proceedings had started 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS. 


HARARE, Zimbabwe 
— Robert Mugabe’s near- 
ly four-decade reign as the 
strongman of Zimbabwe end- 
ed Tuesday, when he submit- 
ted a letter of resignation to 
Parliament shortly after law- 
makers began impeachment 


| proceedings against him. 


The speaker of the Parlia- 
ment, Jacob Mudenda, read 
aloud a letter in which Mug- 
abe, who once proclaimed 


that “only God” would re- 
move him, said he was step- 
ping down “with immediate 
effect” for “the welfare of the 
people of Zimbabwe and the 
need for a peaceful transfer 
of power.” 

Lawmakers cheered, and 
jubilant residents poured into 
the streets of Harare, the cap- 
ital. It seemed to be an abrupt 
capitulation by Mugabe, 93, 
the world’s oldest head of 
state and one of Africa’s lon- 
gest-serving leaders. 

“Tt’s the best thing that’s 


ever happened to Zimbabwe,” 
Perseverance Sande, 20, said 
in central Harare minutes af- 
ter news of the resignation 
began spreading, as crowds 
of people started singing 
around her. “I’ve been wait- 
ing so long for this moment.” 

Mugabe, who controlled 
the nation by handing out the 
spoils of power to his allies 
and crushing dissent, had re- 
fused to step down even after 
being expelled Sunday from 
the Zimbabwe African Na- 
tional Union-Patriotic Front, 


the political party he had led 
for four decades. 

Then on Tuesday, party 
members introduced a mo- 
tion of impeachment, invok- 
ing a constitutional process 
that had never before been 
tested. 

The party’s political rival, 
the Movement for Demo- 
cratic Change, seconded the 
motion, signaling consensus 
in the political class that 
Mugabe must go — one that 
formed speedily after the mil- 

See MUGABE, Page 2A 


A PLACE TO POWDER NOSES 
Four-legged fliers ‘go’ 
Ist class at LR airport 


NOEL OMAN 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The $26 million upgrade 
on the concourse at Bill and 
Hillary Clinton National Air- 
port/Adams Field included 
lots of bells and whistles for 
travelers — as well as some- 
thing a little more basic for 
their four-legged compan- 
ions. 

Along with the 800 cell- 
phone-charging seats and 
other high-tech improve- 
ments, the airport’s gate area 


now boasts a place for pets 
to answer the call of nature. 

And what a relief it is. 

Just ask Rose Gold. 

The miniature fox terri- 
er’s owner Conrad Hilton 
knelt down Tuesday morn- 
ing in a room off the con- 
course and gently freed his 
pet from a small carrier she 
had traveled in from Cali- 
fornia. The terrier gingerly 
ambled onto a green artifi- 
cial turf, sniffed around for a 


See RELIEF, Page 3A 


“She needed it. 


She’s happy.” 


CONRAD HILTON, after the family dog, Rose Gold, used the 
new pet relief room Tuesday morning at Bill and Hillary Clinton 
National Airport/Adams Field after a long night of travel 


Arkansas Democrat- Gazette/STATON BREIDENTHAL 


Meiah Hilton, 8, waits for her miniature fox terrier, Rose Gold, to try out the pet relief area Tuesday 
at Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport/Adams Field in Little Rock. 


